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About the job

Thoracic surgeons often consult with a patient’s other physicians, such as a cardiologist.

Surgeons carefully read through a medical record thoroughly to learn about any potential

risks or complications the patient may have that could affect the surgery, such as an allergy to

anesthesia or a blood-borne pathogen that could be spread to the surgeons or other

members of the surgical team.

Requirements

Education: Cardiothoracic surgeons must complete a medical degree program. They typically

earn a Bachelor of Science in pre-medicine, complete pre-medical coursework and earn a

bachelor’s degree in a science field, such as biology or chemistry.

After completing their undergraduate degree, aspiring cardiothoracic surgeons must earn a

medical degree. They typically spend four years in medical school, where they study

anatomy, physiology, pathology, pharmacology, biochemistry, psychology, ethics and

medical law.
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